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Ten Commandments: Foundations of Our Faith 
Lesson Syllabus 

 

Lesson  Date  Topic 

1  Oct 5  (Deuteronomy 1-4) An Introduction and Overview of Deuteronomy 

2  Oct 12  (Deuteronomy 5:1-7; 26-31) #1: God Comes First 

3  Oct 19  (Deuteronomy 5:8-10; 4:1-40; 13) #2: Serve the True God 

4  Oct 26  (Deuteronomy 5:11) #3: Take God’s Name Seriously 

5  Nov 2  (Deuteronomy 5:12-15; 14-16; 26) #4: Take Time To Be Holy 

6  Nov 9  (Deuteronomy 5:16; 6; 21:18-21) #5: Honor Your Parents 

7  Nov 16  (Deuteronomy 5:17; 19-21) #6: Respect Life 

8  Nov 23  (Deuteronomy 5:18; 22:13-23:2; 24:1-5) #7: Respect Marriage 

9  Nov 30  (Deuteronomy 5:19; 24:6-22) #8: Respect Property 

10  Dec 7  (Deuteronomy 5:20; 16:18-18:22) #9: Respect Truth 

11  Dec 14  (Deuteronomy 5:21) #10: Be Content 

12  Dec 21  (Deuteronomy 31-34) Famous Last Words of Moses 

13  Dec 28  (Deuteronomy) “Remember”: A Review of Deuteronomy 
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1—Introduction and Overview of Deuteronomy 
Deuteronomy 1-4 

 

1.  Deuteronomy means “the Law Repeated”…why might Moses have saw 

fit to repeat His law at this point in Israel’s history?   

 

 

2.  Note the following items about the book of Deuteronomy from the first 

five verses of the book. 

Time: 

Place: 

Recipients: 

Occasion: 

Purpose: 

 

 

3.  According to verse 2, how short of a journey could it have been from 

Mt. Horeb (another name for Mt. Sinai) to the border of the Promised 

Land?  In reality, how long did it actually take for them to enter the 

Promised Land (see Deuteronomy 2:14)?  When we do things our way 

instead of God’s do we, at times, create unnecessary roadblocks to our 

own spiritual maturity? 

 

 

4.  What was the ultimate reasons that the Israelites refused to enter (see 

Deuteronomy 1:28, 32; cp. Numbers 13-14; Hebrews 3:)?  How did God 

react (1:34)?  Can it be helpful to “repeat” God’s laws and remember our 

sinful past at times? 

 

 

 

5.  Read Deuteronomy 1:26-46.  Make a list of words found in this passage 

that define the sin of Israel for which the first generation had to die. 

Helpful Hints 

“It might be helpful to know that 

the book of Deuteronomy is a 

series of sermons preached by 

Moses as he reviewed the Law 

and the Covenant between God 

and Israel with a new generation 

that would enter the Promised 

Land.  The 40 years of 

wanderings were over, a 

faithless generation had died, 

and a very old Moses was within 

just weeks of death.  Moses 

purposefully reviewed their 

history to emphasize the 

consequences of disobedience, 

and the ease of victory for a 

faithful Israel.  They had 

witnessed these demonstrations 

with their own eyes!  Our own 

service to God will be enhanced 

when we reflect upon how 

obedience and blessings fit 

together so closely.” 

Phil Morgan, Leviticus, Numbers 

and Deuteronomy Workbook 
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6.  In Deuteronomy 2:1-37, what three groups of people were the Israelites commanded not to fight?  

Find the passages in Genesis which help us understand where these groups originated. 

 

 

 

7.  Which nations fought successfully against the giants?  If they could do this, what lesson do you 

suppose was to be learned by the people who had God on their side? 

 

 

 

8.  What successes in battle had the children of Israel already experienced (Deuteronomy 2:32-34; 3:1-

6)?  How can we use success to build momentum for future achievement? 

 

 

 

9.  Why was an understanding of “the law” vital to the success of Israel (see Deuteronomy 4:1-10)?  How 

had Israel learned this lesson “the hard way” and what basic lesson did they need to learn about their 

God (4:11-40)?  Where does Moses start as he begins repeating “the Law” in Deuteronomy 5:1-22? 
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2—Commandment #1: God Comes First 
Deuteronomy 5:1-7; 26-30 

 

1.  The first commandment is clear: “You shall have 

no other gods before Me.”  Anyone who demands 

priority, must have a reason.  For what reason did 

God have the right to make such a declaration (read 

chapter 4; see Deuteronomy 5:6)?   

 

 

 

2.  Jesus calls this “the first and great commandment” (Matthew 22:36-37).  Why do you think this 

commandment must be considered “first” before any of the others? 

 

 

3.  Considering Israel’s neighbors, what might their view have been concerning God?  What did God 

want them to realize?  Likewise, what is the common view 

of Jesus Christ and other world religions?  What did Jesus 

want us to realize about Him (see John 14:6; Matthew 

28:18-20)? 

 

 

4.   As Moses was on Mt. Sinai receiving these commands, 

what had the children of Israel begun to create and 

worship in the wilderness (Exodus 32:1-4)?  How did God 

feel about it (Exodus 32:7-10)? 

 

 

5.  Too often, we believe sin is wrong because it may hurt 

others.  This may be true.  Yet, at the heart of sin is, first, 

the dethroning of God!  Notice the list of Commandments 

4-10 (Exodus 20:8-17; Deuteronomy 5:12-21).  What 

becomes our “god” when these sins are committed? 
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6.  Read through Deuteronomy 26-30 and answer the following questions: 

• If God was first, how was this to be displayed in Israel’s offerings (26:1-19)? 

• If God was first in the life of Israel, then how would they treat His commands (27:1-10)? 

• If Israel put God first, what would be God’s response to their obedience (28:1-14)? 

• If Israel disobeyed God, what would be God’s response to disobedience (28:15-68)? 

• What part of Israel’s future (now history) is predicted by Moses in Deuteronomy 29-30?   

• Did Israel have a choice in whether they would or would not serve God (30:15-20)?   

 

7.  The history of Israel is a history of idolatry.  What are some of the “gods of this age” or “idols” we 

may have which remove God from the priority He deserves?  What does Jesus say about the possibility 

of serving “God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24)?   

 

 

8.  In your life, what kinds of struggles do you have with… 

• Family trying to take priority (Luke 14:26-27)? 

• Sinful pleasures (Philippians 3:19; 1 Corinthians 6:17; 1 John 2:15-17)? 

• Materialism becoming more important (Luke 16:25; Matthew 6:24-33; James 4:1-5)? 

 

9.  When we “know God” but do not “glorify Him as God” what does it say about our hearts (Romans 

1:21)?  If we truly put God first, how will we treat His commands for us (1 John 5:3)? 

 

 

10.  What was the great promise of putting God first (Deuteronomy 5:6; 6:24)?  What is God able to do 

for those who place His Son on the throne of their lives (Colossians 1:13-14, 18)?   

 

 

11.  Consider the following questions in your own life as you consider your priorities. 

--Is there anyone (boss, coach, director, spouse) I fear more than God? 

--Is there anyone I love more than God? 

--Is there any earthly pleasure or desire I value more than God’s blessings? 

--What do the use of my time, talents and treasures say about where I prioritize God? 
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3—Commandment #2: Serve the True God 
Deuteronomy 5:8-10; 4:1-40; 13 

 

1.   The second commandment concerning the sin of 

“idolatry” is found in Deuteronomy 5:8-10 (see also Exodus 

20:4-6).  Read the following passages in Deuteronomy.  How 

was this sin to be resisted and suppressed in Israel? 

• Deuteronomy 6:13-15→ 

 

• Deuteronomy 7:1-5→ 

 

• Deuteronomy 8:18-20→ 

 

• Deuteronomy 11:16-21→ 

 

• Deuteronomy 13:1-18→ 

 

• Deuteronomy 30:17-18→ 

 

 

2.  Notice a few of these Old Testament passages concerning “idolatry.”  What are some of the reasons 

noted about the folly of revering idols? 

• Psalm 135:15-18→ 

 

• Isaiah 44:6-22→  

 

• Jeremiah 10:1-10→ 

 

• Habakkuk 2:18-20→ 

 

3.  What did Israel need to remember as they contemplated serving other gods or making “graven 

images” (Deuteronomy 5:6)?  How were the ten plagues a mockery of Egypt’s gods (Exodus 12:12)? 

 

 

4.  Yet, despite God’s display of power in the deliverance from Egypt, what sin do the people commit 

while Moses is up on the mount and what do they do (see Exodus 32:1-4)?  What was also often 

connected with the false gods of the nations (see Leviticus 18:1-3)? 
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5.  According to John 4:24, what is God’s nature?  So, what is the problem with not accepting God as He 

is and forming an image (see also Romans 1:22-25)?   

 

 

6.  Who does Isaiah say is the “Potter” and who is the “clay” (Isaiah 64:8)?  Who becomes the “Potter” 

and who becomes the “clay” when we resort to idolatry? 

 

 

7.  Idolatry was not just addressed in the Old Testament, but in the New Testament as well (see 1 John 

5:21; Colossians 3:5; 1 Corinthians 5:10-11; Acts 15:20-21).  What about God’s nature did Paul feel 

compelled to teach in Acts 17:22-31?  How is God’s nature different from an idol? 

 

 

8.  What religions may we tend to associate with physically idolatrous practices?  Why?   

 

 

9.  Does idolatry necessarily need to be 

reshaping God physically?  Are there ways 

we can mentally shape God into our own 

image and, thus, still be idolatrous?  In 

other words, what are some people’s 

views of God which do not match up with 

Scripture?  What might be our modern-day 

forms of idolatry? 

 

 

10.  What is the closest thing to the “image 

of God” man has seen on this side of 

eternity (Hebrews 1:1-4)?  Does God call us 

to reshape Jesus or reshape our lives into 

the image of Jesus (Romans 8:29)? 
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4—Commandment #3: Take God’s Name Seriously 
Text: Deuteronomy 5:11 

 

1.  The third commandment focuses upon the importance 

of “the name” of God.  The word “name” has to do with 

“position, honor, authority, character” (Strong’s Hebrew 

and Greek Dictionaries).  What do the following passages 

teach us about the “name” of God? 

• Nehemiah 9:5→ 

 

• Psalm 83:18→   

 

• Psalm 103:1→ 

 

• Psalm 111:9→ 

 

• Matthew 6:9→ 

 

2.  Is a person’s “name” important (see Proverbs 22:1)?  Why?  What might it say to a person when we 

forget, mispronounce or misuse their name?   What might a name represent? 

 

 

3.  What does the phrase “in vain” mean?  What does the word “profanity” mean?  How does it apply to 

this command? 

 

 

 

4.  Notice the words describing 

“Jehovah” in these verses.  

What do they say about our 

“awesome” God?  Yet, how 

often do we hear God’s name 

used in common conversation? 

 

 

 

 

JEHOVAH-JIREH– “THE LORD WILL PROVIDE” (GEN. 22:14). 

JEHOVAH-NISSI– “THE LORD IS MY BANNER” (EX. 17:15). 

JEHOVAH-SHALOM– “THE LORD IS PEACE” (JUDGES 6:24). 

JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH– “THE LORD IS THERE” (EZEKIEL 48:35). 

JEHOVAH-TSEBAOTH– “THE LORD OF HOSTS” (1 SAM. 1:3). 

JEHOVAH-ROHI– “THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD (PS. 23:1). 
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5.  Read the following passages.  How was Israel guilty of using the Lord’s name in vain in these passages 

(Isaiah 48:1-2; Titus 1:16; Romans 2:24; Mark 13:6-7; Matthew 7:21-23)? 

 

 

 

6.  Is it acceptable to use God’s name as a curse to insult or condemn others (see Ephesians 4:29-32; 

James 3:9-11)?  What does the use of such language actually say about the user (cp. Matthew 12:34)? 

 

 

 

7.  We often invoke God’s name in the process 

of making oaths or covenants (think marriage).  

If we fail to keep the covenant we agreed to 

then was our covenant sincere?  How does God 

feel about this (Leviticus 19:12; Mal 3:10-15)? 

 

 

8.  What can we do to honor God’s name as we 

live in this life (see 2 Chronicles 7:14; 2 Timothy 

2:19; 1 Peter 4:12-16)?  If we pray “Hallowed be 

Thy name” should we not live as if it is 

“hallowed?” 

 

 

9.  Real-life scenario: Your co-worker commonly and flippantly uses God’s name and it makes you cringe 

every time you hear it.  How do you handle it?  Likewise, how do you handle the Christian who posts an 

OMG on their social media? 

 

 

10.  One of the most common and frustrating crimes today is “identity theft.”  Is taking God’s power, 

majesty and authority lightly a form of “identity theft?”  What does this do to His reputation and ours? 

 

 

Are we Singing God’s name in vain? 

We sing “Sweet Hour of Prayer” and content 

ourselves with five or ten minutes a day. 

We sing, “Onward Christian Soldiers” and wait to 

be drafted into service. 

We sing “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” and let the 

least little offense sever it. 

We sing “We’re Marching to Zion” and sit on our 

couch at home during Bible study or worship. 

We sing “I Love To Tell the Story” and fail to 

mention it to anyone all year long. 
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5—Commandment #4: Take Time To Be Holy 
Deuteronomy 5:12-15; 14-16; 26 

 

1.  The fourth commandment is the only one not repeated in 

the New Testament.  Based on the following passages, was 

this commandment for all nations or just for Israel (Exodus 

31:12-17; Nehemiah 9:13-15; Ezekiel 20:12-20)? 

 

 

 

2.  Throughout Deuteronomy, several other laws are given specifically to God’s chosen people (14:1-2).  

Beside the texts below, write down some of the Old Testament commands which were given as God 

separated Israel as “a people for Himself” (14:2). 

• Deuteronomy 14:3-21-- 

• Deuteronomy 14:22-29-- 

• Deuteronomy 15:1-18-- 

• Deuteronomy 15:19-23-- 

• Deuteronomy 16:1-17-- 

• Deuteronomy 16:18-22-- 

• Deuteronomy 26-- 

 

3.  What specific event were many of these laws associated with (Deuteronomy 5:15; 15:15; 16:1, 4, 12; 

26:5-9)? 

 

 

4.  Many of these Old Testament laws were foreshadowing something greater in Jesus Christ.  What 

does the Sabbath “rest” foreshadow (Matthew 11:28-30; Hebrews 3-4; Revelation 14:13)? 

 

 

 

5.  Some argue Jesus and Paul respected the sabbath day in the New Testament (Mark 6:2; Luke 4:16; 

6:5-6; 13:10; Acts 13:14, 42, 44; 16:13; 17:2; 18:4).  Today, are we required to imitate the example of 

Christ and this apostolic example (cp. Colossians 2:16-17; Romans 14:1-15:7; Galatians 4:1-11)? 

 



Joshua R Welch 2022 
 

 

6.  While the Sabbath is not commanded in the New Testament, what were the real principles behind 

the Sabbath law (see Exodus 20:8-11; Deuteronomy 5:12-14)? 

 

 

 

7.  Were there any days in the New Testament the disciples needed to “keep holy” (John 20:19, 26; Acts 

20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2; Revelation 1:10)?  Why? 

 

 

 

8.  Work has historically been important to God from the very beginning (Genesis 2:15; 3:19).  Why is 

work still important under the new covenant (1 Timothy 5:8; Ephesians 4:28; Colossians 3:23-25)? 

 

 

 

9.  However, is the principle behind the Sabbath 

in taking time to rest and worship wise (Exodus 

31:17)?  In other words, what principles about 

the Sabbath should we consider in “redeeming 

the time” (Ephesians 5:16)?  Did Jesus take time 

to rest (Mark 6:31)?  Did Jesus take time to 

worship (Luke 4:16)? 

 

 

 

10.  In what ways do you feel our culture is failing to respect the importance of rest and worship?  Do 

you have any helpful advice on how to balance it when a low priority is placed on the Lord’s Day in our 

culture and it affects us as Christians?  How do we handle this with discernment? 

 

 

 

 

“Our grandfathers called it ‘The Lord’s Day;’ 

our fathers called it ‘Sunday’; 

our generation calls it “Funday.” 
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6—Commandment #5: Honor Your Parents 
Deuteronomy 5:16; 6; 21:18-21 

 

1.  Look up the word “honor” in a Bible dictionary 

(Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16; Ephesians 6:2).  

How is this word defined?  How should we view 

our “father and mother?” 

 

 

 

2.  What was to be the source of teaching for 

parents and grandparents in Israel (Deuteronomy 

6:1-5)?  When and where should parents be teaching (6:6-9)? 

 

 

3.  What was the greatest danger for the future generations of Israel (see Deuteronomy 6:12-15)?  What 

would be the consequences? 

 

 

 

4.  In Israel, if a child consistently rebelled against the spiritual teaching of a mother or father how were 

they to handle the situation (see Deuteronomy 21:18-21)?  What does Romans 1:30 say about 

“disobedience to parents?”   

 

 

 

5.  There is a promise connected to obedience to this command: “that your days may be long, and that it 

may be well with you in the land which the Lord your God is giving you” (Deuteronomy 5:16; Ephesians 

6:3).  Considering the verses in Deuteronomy already noted, how could obedience to parents literally be 

connected to long life?  In general, what are some of the moral teachings of parents which can help our 

children live healthier, longer lives? 
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6.  For young children, what are some of the methods that must be used to teach them to honor and 

obey their parents (see Proverbs 13:24; 22:15; 23:13-14; 19:18; 29:15)? 

 

 

 

7.  For our pre-teens and teens, what was the example of Jesus toward his parents (Luke 2:51)?  List a 

few ways a child might demonstrate a lack of subjection to their parents?   

 

 

 

8.  As our parents grow older their need for help may increase due to mental, physical and emotional 

health issues.  What bad habit did some in Jesus’ day have toward their elderly parents (Matthew 15:3-

6)?  Instead of this, what did Paul teach about how we treat our aging parents (1 Timothy 5:4)? 

 

 

 

9.  Parents are not sinless.  Some of them may very well be opposed to our faith in Christ which creates a 

situation Jesus anticipated (see Matthew 10:34-38).  A common question of Christians with unbelieving 

parents is “how can I honor someone who does not live honorably?”  How would you answer this 

question?  How do we balance these commands in our lives as they present themselves? 

 

 

 

10.  Make a list of ten rules connected to honoring your parents.  Five of these rules are positive and five 

are negative.  Create your list below keeping Scriptural principles in mind as you make your list. 

If I honor my parents, I will…   If I honor my parents, I will not… 

1) ____________________________________  1) _____________________________________ 

2) ____________________________________  2)  _____________________________________ 

3) ____________________________________  3)  _____________________________________ 

4) ____________________________________  4)  _____________________________________ 

5) ____________________________________  5)  _____________________________________ 
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7—Commandment #6: Respect Life 
Deuteronomy 5:17; 19-21 

 

1.   What do we learn about the 

origin of life from the following 

passages (Genesis 1:26-27; 2:7; 

Acts 17:24-26)?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Who has the right to give life and who has the right to take it (Job 1:21)?  What happens to man at 

death (James 2:26; Ecclesiastes 12:7)?  

 

 

 

3.  What sin did Cain commit against Abel (Genesis 4:8)?  What was at the heart of his sin (1 John 3:10-

15; Mark 7:21-23)?  What rule did God instate after Noah’s family stepped off the ark (Genesis 9:6)? 

 

 

4.  Deuteronomy 19-21 gets into many scenarios that involve murder.  Depending on the situation, the 

consequences are different.  Read the following sections and jot down a few notes about the scenario 

described in God’s law (see also Numbers 35:16-18, 22-25; Exodus 22:2). 

 

• Deuteronomy 19:1-10— 

 

• Deuteronomy 19:11-21— 

 

• Deuteronomy 20:1-15— 

 

• Deuteronomy 20:16-20— 
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5.  In the New Testament, is this command repeated?  Where? 

 

 

 

 

6.  However, as in the Old Testament, are there 

cases where the taking of life is actually allowable by 

God (see John 19:10-11; Acts 25:11; Romans 13:4; 1 

Peter 2:13-14; Luke 3:14)? 

 

 

 

 

7.  What is the difference between involuntary 

manslaughter and premeditated murder?  Which 

one seems to be described by John 8:44? 

 

 

 

 

8.  Why is abortion considered murder?  Please read the following passages (Exodus 21:22-23; Psalm 

139:13-16; Jeremiah 1:5; Luke 1:44)? 

 

 

 

 

9.  Which characters in the Bible committed suicide and why (1 Samuel 31:1-5; Matthew 27:3-5)?  While 

God is the ultimate judge, what is said about Judas in Matthew 26:24; John 17:12; Acts 1:24-25)?   

 

 

 

 

10.  One of the most common arguments in favor of abortion, suicide or euthanasia is “It’s my body.  I 

can do what I want with it.”  How does 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 answer this argument?  

 

 

 

 

11.  How does Jesus try to address the real issue behind murder (Matthew 5:21-22)?  What kinds of 

things do we need to be very cautious of in our own lives to respect the teaching of Jesus? 
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8—Commandment #7: Respect Marriage 
Deuteronomy 5:18; 22:13-23:2; 24:5 

 

1.  For unbelievers, what may be the common view/attitude 

towards those who “fall out of love” and are remarried to someone 

they “fell in love” with?  How does Hollywood and our culture often 

portray an affair? 

 

 

 

2.  What was God’s original intent for marriage (Genesis 2:24-25; 

Matthew 19:4-6)?   

 

 

 

3.  What situations of sexual dishonesty/immorality are addressed in the following passages in 

Deuteronomy?  What were the consequences of each one? 

• Deuteronomy 22:13-19— 

 

• Deuteronomy 22:20-21— 

 

• Deuteronomy 22:22 (see also Leviticus 20:10)— 

 

• Deuteronomy 22:23-24— 

 

• Deuteronomy 22:25-27— 

 

• Deuteronomy 22:28-29— 

 

• Deuteronomy 22:30— 

 

• Deuteronomy 24:1-4— 

 

• Deuteronomy 24:5— 

 

4.  What do all of these various situations and scenarios about sexual sin indicate to you?  Is this always 

a simple matter?  How does Deuteronomy 5:18 help us solve most of these scenarios? 



Joshua R Welch 2022 
 

5.  In the following passages, what consequences were connected to sexual sin? 

• Lot and his daughters (Genesis 19:30-38)— 

 

• David and Bathsheba (2 Samuel 12:13-14)— 

 

• Amnon and Tamar (2 Samuel 13)— 

 

• Solomon’s counsel (Proverbs 6:20-35)— 

 

• Paul’s warning (Galatians 6:7-8)— 

 

• Hebrews 13:4— 

 

6.  With these examples and warnings in mind, what should be our attitude toward sexual sin (1 

Corinthians 6:18)?  How does Joseph exemplify this in Genesis 39? 

 

 

7.  According to Jesus, where does the real problem of adultery begin (Matthew 5:27-28)?  What does 

Job say in Job 31:1?  Where is the real battle fought (Proverbs 4:23; Matthew 15:19)? 

 

 

 

8.  In the midst of a permissive society, what can we do to help avoid this pervasive problem of sexual 

immorality and sexual unfaithfulness (see 1 Peter 5:8; 1 Corinthians 7:1-5)?  What can be triggers or 

warning signs to sexual infidelity and how do these passages help us? 

 

 

9.  How can we “affair-proof” our marriages?  What are some of the boundaries you have talked about 

and set up to help you avoid situations of temptation?   

 

 

10.  Sexual sin may be in your past but it does not have to be your future.  What does God offer through 

Jesus Christ to the people living in the sexually immoral culture of Corinth (1 Corinthians 6:9-11)?  What 

needs to happen in our lives for healing to happen with us individually, in our marriages and in our 

families (cp. 1 Corinthians 5:1, 9-11; 2 Corinthians 2:6-11; 7:8-11)? 
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9—Commandment #8: Respect Property 
Deuteronomy 5:19; 24:5-22 

 

1.  “You shall not steal” is the command found in Exodus 20:15 

and Deuteronomy 5:19 protecting man’s right to property and 

ownership.  Jesus repeats this command to the rich young ruler 

in Matthew 19:18.  In the Greek, the term “steal” comes from 

the word KLEPTO.  What is the term for someone with the 

obsessive desire to steal? 

 

 

2.  Deuteronomy 24 deals with a few issues that may be called 

“stealing.”  What does God more specifically forbid in the following passages? 

• Deuteronomy 24:6— 

• Deuteronomy 24:7— 

• Deuteronomy 24:10-13— 

• Deuteronomy 24:14-15— 

• Deuteronomy 24:17— 

• Deuteronomy 24:19-22— 

 

3.  What forms of stealing do we think of (see Luke 10:30) which typically have major earthly 

consequences (suspension, imprisonment, capital punishment—cp. Matthew 27:38, etc)? 

 

 

 

4.  What is “pilfering” (Titus 2:9-10)?  What are some ways people might “steal” that are just as wrong 

but do not typically come with such severe earthly consequences?  How do the words of Jesus in Luke 

16:10 guard us from these situations? 

 

 

 

5.  What are the more serious consequences for a thief (see 1 Corinthians 5:10-11; 6:9-11)?   
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6.  What should be our attitude toward repaying our debts (Matthew 18:23-35)?  Is it “stealing” to 

refuse to pay someone for a good or service you have received from them? 

 

 

7.  Is over-charging someone for a good or service a form of stealing (see Luke 3:12-13)?  What did 

Zacchaeus promise Jesus he would do with money he had taken inappropriately (Luke 19:8)? 

 

 

8.  In what way did Jacob feel as though Laban had stolen from him (Genesis 30:30; 31:4-7)?  What 

lessons can we learn from this as well as what James writes about how masters should treat their 

laborers with regard to wages (James 5:1-5)? 

 

 

9.  If we “borrow” or “find” something and then just keep it is this stealing (see Exodus 23:4; 

Deuteronomy 22:1)?  What are some of the excuses or rationalizations we may use to justify stealing? 

 

 

10.  God’s Word commands us to give to support His work (1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Cor 9:7)?  Is it 

possible to rob God by refusing to do as He has called us to do (see Malachi 3:8-10; cp. Acts 5:1-10)? 

 

 

11.  Stealing, at its core, is a form of dishonesty.  Rather than stealing from others for money, what do 

the following verses say should be our practice?  Write down these Bible verses. 

• Leviticus 19:35-36— 

 

• Ephesians 4:28— 

 

• Titus 2:9-10— 

 

 

 

12.  For more study on the subject, read the following passages from Proverbs (Proverbs 11:1, 26; 16:11; 

20:10, 14, 17, 23; 21:6; 28:8).   
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10—Commandment #9: Respect Truth 
Deuteronomy 5:20; 16:18-18:22 

 

1.  Generally speaking, how do you think our culture feels 

about lying?  What are some other terms for lying often used 

to soften or alter how we think of it? 

 

 

 

2.  The ninth commandment addresses bearing “false 

witness.”  What word do we commonly use as the opposite of 

“false?”  Is God ever “false” (see Deuteronomy 32:4; John 

1:17; 16:13)? 

 

 

3.  What kinds of problems will occur in our nations, our families, our workplaces and our local churches 

if honesty is not highly valued? 

 

 

4.  Read the following passages in Deuteronomy and note the situation they address to avoid falsehood. 

 

• Deuteronomy 16:18-20— 

• Deuteronomy 17:1-7— 

• Deuteronomy 17:10-13— 

• Deuteronomy 17:14-20— 

• Deuteronomy 18:9-14— 

• Deuteronomy 18:20-22-- 

 

5.  What is the common family tradition in each of the following passages involving the patriarchs?  

What does this tell us about our example? 

• Abraham (Genesis 12:10-13): 

• Isaac (Genesis 26:1, 7): 

• Jacob (Genesis 27; 37:18-36): 
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6.  What do the following passages from Jesus teach us about honesty and truth (Luke 6:46; Matthew 

5:33-37; 12:36-37; 21:28-32)? 

 

 

 

7.  What do the following passages indicate about Paul’s teaching on the issue of honesty and truth 

(Colossians 3:8-10; Ephesians 4:25; Philippians 4:8)? 

 

 

 

8.  Read the following passages which detail various lies and next 

to the verses note the reasons why they lied and the 

consequences… 

• Rachel in Genesis 31:19, 33-35— 

 

• Gehazi in 2 Kings 5:20-27— 

 

• The seductress in Proverbs 6:23-27; 7:13-23-- 

 

•  Peter in Mark 14:66-72— 

 

• Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5:1-10— 

 

9.  Why might those in teaching, preaching and leadership roles 

in the church be tempted by flattery?  Why is “flattery” a sin?  

What do the following Old and New Testament passages say 

about it (Psalm 12:2-3; 55:21; 62:4; Proverbs 26:28; 28:23; 

Romans 16:17-19; 1 Thessalonians 2:4-6)?  

 

 

 

10.  What effects will “slander” have (see Exodus 23:1; Proverbs 

10:18; 12:17; 19:9; 24:28; Titus 3:1-2; James 4:11; 1 Peter 2:1)?  

What should God’s people pursue instead (Ephesians 4:15)? 
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11—Commandment #10: Be Content 
Deuteronomy 5:21 

 

1.  Deuteronomy 5:21 says, “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife; and you shall not desire your 

neighbor’s house, his field, his male servant, his female servant, his ox, his donkey, or anything that is 

your neighbor’s.”  Circle some of the statements below you have either thought or said out loud? 

• “It sure would be nice if MY WIFE could (cook/clean house/work/look) like her…” 

• “It sure would be nice if MY HUSBAND could (cook/clean house/fix stuff/earn an income/look) 

like him…” 

• “Did you see their house?  I wish our (house/kitchen/furniture) was more like that…” 

• “Wow!  I loved their property.  I wish I could have a piece of land like that one…” 

• “If I could only steal a couple of their best employees my business could really take off.” 

• “Look at those tools.  I would love to have that new (tractor, machine, tool set, piece of 

equipment) for my house.” 

• “It sure would be nice to drive a (car/van/SUV/truck) like that instead of this old hunk of junk.” 

• “If we only could have/start doing more of this, then we would be happy.” 

 

 

2.  What are other words used to define 

or describe “covetousness” (Luke 12:15; 

Colossians 3:5)? 

 

 

 

 

3.  List at least three Bible characters who were guilty of “covetousness.”  What did they covet?  What 

were the consequences? 

 

 

4.  The Bible speaks of “contentment” in various passages (Hebrews 13:5; 1 Timothy 6:6-9; Philippians 

4:11-13).  What does it mean to be “content?” 

 

 

5.  Is it possible to be “covetous” and “content” at the same time?  What are the dangers of 

covetousness? 

…the tenth commandment confronts an ugly issue 

about which we do not like to speak.  It’s as if God 

says, “I want you to look deep within yourself and 

examine your thinking regarding what you have and 

do not have.  Are you satisfied or are you covetous?” 

(Adams, Wilson.  The Ten Commandments, p. 56). 
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6.  If we must be “content” does this mean it is wrong to want to improve our circumstances (see 

Proverbs 6:6-11; James 4:13-17)? 

 

 

 

7.  The fields of marketing and advertising often specialize in getting us to want something.  How do 

commercials, billboards and promotional materials create a culture of covetousness?   

 

 

 

8.  When self-esteem and self-worth are tied to material possessions, what can be the consequences in 

our lives (see Luke 12:16-21)?  What should be the basis of our self-esteem and self-worth? 

 

 

 

9.  How is “covetousness” a failure to love our 

neighbor, as Paul suggests in Romans 13:9-10? 

 

 

 

 

10.  What can we do in our own lives to take steps to 

help overcome this temptation and live godly lives 

(see 2 Corinthians 10:12; Romans 12:15; Luke 12:15; 

1 Timothy 6:8; Acts 20:35)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The focus of the tenth commandment 

(Deut. 5:21) is covetousness, the sinful 

desire in the heart for anything that 

rightfully we shouldn’t have.  This 

commandment and the first 

commandment (v. 7) deal with inward 

attitudes rather than outward actions, but 

breaking either of these two 

commandments could lead to breaking all 

the rest of them.  Because of 

covetousness, people have robbed, 

committed adultery, lied, and even 

murdered.  If we obey the first 

commandment and truly love God and 

worship only Him, then covetousness 

won’t be a problem (Matthew 6:33; 

Ephesians 5:3; Colossians 3:5)” (Wiersbe, 

Warren, Be Equipped, p. 47-48). 
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12—Famous Last Words 
Numbers 27:12-23; Deuteronomy 31-34 

 

1.  Go back to Numbers 27:12-23 and determine why Moses was not allowed to enter the Promised 

Land (as mentioned in Deuteronomy 31:1-3)? 

 

 

 

2.  Moses was greatly concerned with Israel having leadership.  How did he communicate this concern to 

God, and who was chosen (Numbers 27:15-21)?  What 

qualified this man to serve in this way (Deuteronomy 

31:7-8 and Joshua 1:6-9)?  What qualities are of primary 

importance in leadership roles among God’s people? 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  How old was Moses at the time of his speech in Deuteronomy 31:1-8?  What charge did Moses give 

to Israel (31:6)?  What charge did he give to Joshua (31:7)? 

 

 

 

4.  On what occasion, and how frequently were all the Israelites to hear the laws from God which Moses 

wrote down?  What was to be the effect on the people from such hearings (31:9-13)?  What effect 

should the word of God have upon us today as we hear it? 

 

 

 

5.  We want to hope for a happy future for those we leave behind.  Yet, would this be the case for the 

future of Israel?  What did God reveal would happen after the death of Moses and what would be the 

turning point (31:14-29)?  Are there any lessons we can learn from this tragic destiny? 
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6.  Where was the copy of this law placed and why was it placed there (31:24-29)?  In similar fashion, 

what will the words of Jesus do for us at the judgment (John 12:48)? 

 

 

7.  What was Moses permitted to do before his death (Deuteronomy 32:48-52)?  According to Hebrews 

11:13-16, what “promised land” are we viewing from afar? 

 

 

8.  How would you describe the tone of Deuteronomy 33?  On what other occasion had blessings been 

pronounced upon the descendants of Israel (cp. Genesis 49)?  As we approach death, what kind of 

positive words do you want to leave behind for the next generation?  

 

 

9.  As we come to Deuteronomy 34, we approach the end of the life of Moses.  He has gone from a 

basket on the Nile, to growing up raised in Pharaoh’s household, to Midian and the burning bush, back 

to Egypt and the ten plagues, across the Red Sea, to the amazing sights and sounds of Mt. Sinai and all 

throughout the difficult years of wandering in the wilderness.  Where did Moses go to die and what was 

the last thing he saw (Deuteronomy 34:1-7)? 

 

 

10.  How did the people react to the death of Moses (Deuteronomy 34:8)?  Should we be ashamed when 

we feel the need to weep and mourn for a lost loved one for a long period of time? 

 

 

 

11.  Who was to be the next leader 

and how was he specially qualified 

for this task (Deuteronomy 34:9)?  

What are Christians to be doing to 

ensure there are future leaders 

when we are gone (2 Timothy 2:2)? 

 

 

“God’s work does not cease because a leader dies nor God’s 

utterances cease because a prophet dies.  We must not lean 

too heavily upon any human leader or prophet.  All are 

fallible.  All pass away.  God’s Word and God’s works are the 

important and lasting things” (Irving Jensen). 
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13--“Remember” 
A Review of Deuteronomy 

 

1.  After the speeches given in Deuteronomy, a new leader 

would take over.  These final speeches mark the key 

lessons Moses wanted to impress upon Israel in his final 

days.  He often uses a word in those speeches: 

“remember.”  What does it mean to “remember?”  In 

what contexts do we use this term?  

 

 

2.  Deuteronomy 5:15 says, “You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the 

Lord your God brought you out of there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; therefore the Lord 

your God commanded you to observe the sabbath day” (see also 15:15; 16:12; 24:18, 22).  Why can it be 

valuable to remember the humbling moments of our past? 

 

 

3.  Deuteronomy 7:17-18, “If you should say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I; how can I 

dispossess them?’  you shall not be afraid of them; you shall well remember what the Lord your God did 

to Pharaoh and to all Egypt: the great trials which your eyes saw and the signs and the wonders and the 

mighty hand and the outstretched arm by which the Lord your God brought you out”  (NASB).  How does 

remembering God’s power help us in our moments of fear? 

 

 

4.  Deuteronomy 8:2, “You shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the 

wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, 

whether you would keep His commandments or not” (NASB).  Sometimes Moses asks Israel to remember 

specific moments.  In this case, He asks them to consider how God has led them through four decades.  

When you look at the Big Picture of your life, how does it help you appreciate what the Lord has done? 

 

 

 

5.  Deuteronomy 8:18, “But you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power 

to make wealth, that He may confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day” 

(NASB).  What are some ways we tend to credit ourselves rather than God in our accomplishments? 
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6.  Deuteronomy 9:7, “Remember, do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the 

wilderness; from the day that you left the land of Egypt until you arrived at this place, you have been 

rebellious against the Lord.”  If Israel were to think of God as only gracious and kind, what aspects of His 

character would they be neglecting to honor? 

 

 

7.  Deuteronomy 24:9, “Remember what the Lord your God did to Miriam on the way as you came out of 

Egypt.”  What DID the Lord do to Miriam?  Why was this important to remember? 

 

 

8.  Deuteronomy 25:17, “Remember what Amalek did to you along the way when you came out from 

Egypt, how he met you along the way and attacked among you all the stragglers at your rear when you 

were faint and weary; and he did not fear God.  Therefore it shall come about when the Lord your God 

has given you rest from all your surrounding enemies, in the land which the Lord your God gives you as 

an inheritance to possess, you shall blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven; you must not 

forget” (NASB).  Which Israelite king is called upon to fulfill this Mosaic command (see 1 Samuel 15)? 

 

 

9.  Deuteronomy 32:7, “Remember the days of old, consider the years of all generations.  Ask your 

father, and he will inform you, your elders, and they will tell you.”  What lessons can we learn by talking 

to older, more experienced people?  What lessons could Israel have learned had they remember their 

history? 

 

 

10.  The New Testament also calls upon Christians to call certain truths or events to “remembrance.”  

What can we learn about this from the following passages (Luke 22:61; John 14:26; 2 Timothy 2:14; Titus 

3:1; 2 Peter 1:12; 3 John 1:10; Jude 1:5)? 

 

 

11.  What lessons from this class will you strive to “remember” in your spiritual walk with God? 


